
Dyslexia, Literacy &
Vulnerable Student

Populations: 
The Science, Policy, and

Culturally Responsive Practice 
Virtual Conference

February 11th, 2022

Virtual one-day conference  
In partnership with 

University of California, Riverside
(Pacific Standard Time) 

 

For more than 30 years, TDF has been
bringing together leading scientists from

important fields in dyslexia research, while
working to create a language between

research and practice.
Our mission is to facilitate and disseminate
scientific breakthroughs and advances in

dyslexia through collaboration among
neuroscientists, cognitive scientists,

geneticists, and practitioners.

Who Are We? 

Contact Information 

The Dyslexia Foundation 
1 Clinton Place

New Bedford, MA 02740
(617)838.4421

Thedyslexiafoundation@gmail.com
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Speakers
Joanna Christodoulou, Ed.D. 

Associate Professor; MGH
Institute of Health Professions  

Rachel Romeo, Ph.D., CCC-SLP

Assistant Professor 
University of Maryland

Julie Washington, Ph.D., CCC-SLP

Professor
University of California, Irvine 

Moderator
Joan Mele-McCarthy, D.A.,

CCC-SLP
Executive Director at the

Summit School 

Tickets

Virtual Registration
$169.00

Registration Link

www.YesRead.org

*For purchase orders, please email: 
thedyslexiafoundation@gmail.com 

Paul Morgan, Ph.D.

Professor 
Penn State University 

Agenda
Welcome & Opening Remarks 

Dr. Joan Mele-McCarthy 
Dr. Michael Solis

8:30am - 8:40am (Pacific Standard Time)  

Poverty, the brain, and early literacy development
Dr. Joanna Christodoulou

8:40am - 9:30am (PST)

Break
10:25am - 10:45am (PST)

The relationships between language development,
early literacy, and socioeconomic status (SES) 

Dr. Rachel Romeo
9:35am - 10:25am (PST)

Re-thinking over and underrepresentation of African
American, Latinx and American Indian students in

special education
Dr. Paul Morgan 

10:45am - 11:35am (PST)

At the intersection of poverty, dialect, and literacy:
assessment of language and reading in low-income

African American children 
Dr. Julie Washington 

11:40am - 12:30pm (PST)

Lunch
12:30pm - 1:00pm (PST)

Teaching reading to Spanish-speaking English
Learners in the primary grades

Dr. Elsa Cardenas-Hagan
1:00pm - 1:50pm (PST)

Concluding Remarks 
Dr. Joan Mele-McCarthy 

2:50pm - 3:00pm (PST) Revised 1/13/2021 

Elsa Cardenas-Hagan, Ph.D. 

Director
Valley Speech Language and

Learning Center 

Text-based instruction to support language and
reading development for culturally and

linguistically diverse students
Dr. Michael Solis  

1:55pm - 2:50pm (PST) 

Michael Solis, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor 
University of California,

Riverside

http://www.yesread.org/

